
 

 

“I have created nothing really beautiful, really lasting, but if I can inspire one of these 

youngsters to develop the talent I know they possess, then my monument will be in 

their work.” - Augusta Savage (1892 - 1962) 

 

Augusta Savage was a groundbreaking sculptor. Her love for art and sculpture began as a child 

where her teachers noticed her talent and offered her $1.00 a week to teach her peers about the 

genre of sculpture, when she was growing up in Green Cove Springs, Florida. Later, she confronted 

racial disparities when winning a scholarship to study in France, yet being denied due to her being 

a black woman. She contested it and gained worldwide attention.   

 

In 1921, she moved to Harlem, New York. Harlem was an artistic haven with the largest 

concentration of African Americans during that time. She acquired her secondary art education and 

taught world renown artists, such as Jacob Lawrence, at the Harlem Community Art Center. She 

cultivated a space for artistic expression for many children and adults for free, through the Works 

Progress Administration, a federal art project. 

 

In 1939, Augusta’s commissioned, 16 foot sculpture, The Harp, depicts 12 children singing, their 

robes representing the strings of a harp held together by the arm and hand of God, was created for 

the New York World’s Fair; was the only work shown by a black, female artist. It was an homage to 

her friend, James Weldon Johnson’s, Black National Anthem,  

Lift Every Voice and Sing. Unfortunately, the statue was destroyed at the culmination of the fair 

due to lack of funding and storage space to keep it.  

 

The Harp encompasses the importance of acknowledging the past and celebrating victorious 

milestones of black achievement and resilience. Augusta Savage continues to shape generations 

and inspire artists, such as myself, to contribute their talents and skills by uplifting generations of 

people through art. 

 

 

Cherie Garces is from Portsmouth, VA and grew up in 

Cincinnati, Ohio. She enjoys creating art in all genres, but 

her primary medium is acrylic and oil painting. She admires 

the global works of antiquity and female artists throughout 

history. Cherie’s art is inspired by psychological, ethnic and 

cultural themes. 

Cherie attended Cincinnati's SCPA and Withrow, 

subsequently receiving a BFA, minoring in Art History and 

Psychology from Mount Saint Joseph University. Cherie has 

studied art in Egypt, London and Paris, and received 

graduate credit from her studies in Havana, Cuba. Her 

sculpture, Isaiah, is on permanent display upon receiving the 

MSJU Annual Art Library Prize in 2007, and in 2013, she was 

a recipient of the Summer Fair Emerging Artist Award. In 

addition, she has displayed work at the Women’s Barn (2017), Clifton Cultural Arts Center’s, Golden 

Ticket (2020), Kennedy Heights Arts Center’s UPRISING outdoor exhibition (2020) and is presently a 

Kennedy Arts Collective member. 

 Cherie has worked with children of all ages the majority of her life and has held several positions in 

Cincinnati Public Schools for the past 27 years. She is currently an art teacher, facilitating creativity 

in hopes of inspiring her students with a lifelong creative curiosity.  


