
 

 

I first became aware of the art of Lois Mailou Jones in the late 90’s at the studio of my mentor. He had a 

poster of her famous painting, Les Fétiches, from the Smithsonian American Art Museum. Many years 

later, I was selected to be an artist in residence who worked with Cincinnati Public Schools to create art 

lessons and murals based on artists from the Harlem Renaissance.  During my time getting reacquainted 

with some of my art heroes like Jacob Lawrence and Aaron Douglass, I rediscovered the artistic mastery of 

Lois Mailou Jones.  Needless to say, I fell in love with her artwork and her approach to making art. Jones’ 

artwork danced around various subject matter throughout her career. She never stood in one place at 

one time. I have always admired painters who would never commit to one single genre of painting, and 

she is one of them. From hard-edged geometric configurations that rhythmically move across the pictorial 

arena and atmospheric abstracts that remind me of Kandinsky to portraits and landscapes that echoed 

European Impressionist Masters, she vividly captured an incomparable artistic spirit.  

My painting, Mystic Rhythms, is a combination of serval influences in one piece.  For this painting, I 

looked at several Lois Mailou Jones’ works as a source of inspiration and created a visual montage of 

colors, patterns, and themes that celebrate her art.  It is an honor to have this moment to share Jones’ 

work with all of you.  

 

 

 

Cedric Michael Cox’s paintings catapult color into 

rhythmic action with abstract and recognizable 

images that create compositions inspired by themes 

in music and the natural world. Working under 

several influences which include architecture and art 

history, Cox’s work ranges from the geometric, to 

the curvilinear, to floral-like forms, all dancing within 

surrealistic shapes. In addition to his work being in 

corporate collections, Cox has executed several 

large-scale public murals as well as murals in various 

public and private schools in The Cincinnati Region.   

Cox’s past exhibitions include: The Contemporary 

Arts Center of Cincinnati, The Weston Art Gallery, 

The Columbus Art Museum, Dayton Art Institute, 

Five Myles Gallery in Brooklyn, Museum of Science 

and Industry and Gallery Guichard in Chicago, and The Taft Museum of Art.  In 2019, Cox’s work was on exhibit at 

21c Museum Hotel in Cincinnati, and in 2020, he had a solo exhibition at James Ratliff Gallery in Sedona, 

Arizona. He recently had a 20-year retrospective exhibition at Caza Sikes Gallery and installed a body of 

commissioned work at the New Kinley Hotel Cincinnati.  In 2021, a series of 64 paintings for Cincinnati Children’s 

Hospital will be installed.  Throughout his career, Cox’s work has been featured in books, magazines, and on 

television. 

 

IG:  @cedric_michael_cox 


