
 

 

A Queer Blues Diva 

Ethel Waters was a significant performer in the Harlem Renaissance across many 

intersections. She came from many hardships from childhood trauma to abusive 

relationships, somehow her light shined brighter than her past troubles. As an intersectional 

artist, I always seek to tell the stories and pay homage to people who came before me and 

paved those ways in the fight for equality. The Harlem Renaissance was as gay as it is Black.  

It is no secret that black people and the lgbtq+ community in this country have had a hard 

journey for equal rights. The fight for that recognition continues. Waters was a talented, 

black queer pioneer in the blues and Broadway scene of the Harlem Renaissance, along with 

a few notable others. She lived her truth and survived the scrutiny of same sex relationships 

at the time, and didn’t stop her from also being the first African American woman to 

integrate Broadway. Ethel is a multi-faceted icon of the Harlem Renaissance. She is proof 

that when you live your truth you can change the world. As we continue to fight for the rights 

of Black people we should keep in mind that we are fighting for ALL black people and all 

intersections in the spectrum humanity.  

 

 

 

Caramel & Queer. Fellow Citizen of the Planet. 

Hannah “Jonesy” Jones( She/They) is a 27-year-old 

mixed race queer artist currently based in 

Cincinnati, OH. Her work focuses on human 

intersectionality and fantasizes a world that 

thrives outside basic hetero-normative thinking. 

She uses loud, vivid, saturated, pop imagery to 

illuminate and dignify ALL HUMANS on every level 

of the spectrum who are visualized happily 

thriving in full flying, glorious colors outside the 

rigid black and white boxes society places on them 

and their identities.Jonesy wants her audience to 

see something positive and exciting in her work 

and feel SEEN and embraced and celebrated for 

the unique colors of their existence.  She 

encourages you to see yourself in living color. 

 

 

 

IG: @hannahljonesy 
 


